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first to arrest Hunt, and then to disperse the crowd. The
soldiers obeyed, and in the enclosed space hundreds were
injured and eleven killed, including two women and a child.
The bitterest resentment \vas bred by this " Manchester
Massacre " and the people nicknamed it Peterloo in mocking
Comparison with Waterloo.
Completely terrified by the lawlessness which they found
The was increasing, the Government thought only of repression.
* Oi8i9) The Six Acts, or as the people called them the Gag Acts
(Note 123) were now passed. The most important of these
Acts forbade public meetings of more than fifty people,
unless the Mayor or Lord Lieutenant agreed that they should
be held; duties were put on newspapers and pamphlets, so
that as printing became expensive, that means of airing
grievances would be checked; magistrates could order
private houses to be searched for arms. This panic legislation
cannot be justified by fear of " French revolutionary ideas ",
for the war had ended four years earlier, and revolutionary
France had been not only crushed but put back under the
rule of the reactionary Bourbon kings. If open political
agnation is made impossible, it is driven underground, and
becomes plotting.1 After the Six Acts came the Cato Street
Conspiracy (1820). A band of men, headed by Aithur
Thistlewood, met in a little street off Edgware Road in
London and planned to assassinate the Cabinet at a dinner
party, to seize the Tower, and to set up a Republic. The
plot was discovered and some of the conspirators executed.
In Scotland the Battle of Bonny muir, as it was called, took
place. Instigated by the Government secret agents, some
miners armed themselves, but were easily scattered by a
troop of soldiers.2
For this repressive policy, Castlereagh must bear a large
1 This is the time when the Government used spies, such as the notorious
" Oliver ", who went round acting not only as spies but as agents provoca-
teurs
* One of those executed was Andrew Hard'e, ancestor of Keir Hardie,
destined to be the first leader of the Labour Party and first working-man MJ*.